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 OPINION 

Back to School 

President Obama gave the following speech in Arlington, Virginia on September 8, 2009. The text has been edited for length. We 

could not have said it any better..  

I‘ve given a lot of speeches about education.  And I‘ve talked a lot about responsibility. I‘ve talked about your teachers‘ 

responsibility for inspiring you, and pushing you to learn.  I‘ve talked about your parents‘ responsibility for making sure you stay 

on track, and get your homework done, and don‘t spend every waking hour in front of the TV or with that Xbox.  I‘ve talked a lot 

about your government‘s responsibility for setting high standards, supporting teachers and principals, and turning around sch ools 

that aren‘t working, where students aren‘t getting the opportunities they deserve.    

 But at the end of the day, we can have the most dedicated teachers, the most supportive parents, and the best schools in the 

world – and none of it will matter unless all of you fulfill your responsibilities. Unless you show up to those schools; pay attention 

to those teachers; listen to your parents, grandparents and other adults; and put in the hard work it takes to succeed. I want to start 

with the responsibility you have to yourself.   

 You‘ll need the knowledge and problem -solving skills you learn in science and math to cure diseases like cancer and 

AIDS, and to develop new energy technologies and protect our environment. You‘ll need the insights and critical thinking skills 

you gain in history and social studies to fight poverty and homelessness, crime and discrimination, and make our nation more fair 

and more free. You‘ll need the creativity and ingenuity you develop in all your classes to build new companies that will create new 

jobs and boost our economy. We need every single one of you to develop your talents, skills and intellect so you can help solve our 

most difficult problems. If you don‘t do that – if you quit on school – you‘re not just quitting on yourself, you‘re quitting on  your 

country.    

 The circumstances of your life – what you look like, where you come from, how much money you have, what you‘ve got 

going on at home – that‘s no excuse for neglecting your homework or having a bad attitude.  That‘s no excuse for talking back to 

your teacher, or cutting class, or dropping out of school. That‘s no excuse for not trying.   

 That‘s why today, I‘m calling on each of you to set your own goals for your education – and to do everything you can to 

meet them. Your goal can be something as simple as doing all your homework, paying attention in class, or spending time each day 

reading a book. Maybe you‘ll decide to get involved in an extracurricular activity, or volunteer in your community.  Maybe you‘ll  

decide to stand up for kids who are being teased or bullied because of who they are or how they look, because you believe, like I do, 

that all kids deserve a safe environment to study and learn. Whatever you resolve to do, I want you to commit to it. I want you to 

really work at it.    

 I know that sometimes you get the sense from TV that you can be rich and successful without any hard work – that your 

ticket to success is through rapping or basketball or being a reality TV star, when chances are, you‘re not going to be any o f those 

things.   

 But the truth is, being successful is hard. You won‘t love every subject you study.  You won‘t click with every teacher.  Not 

every homework assignment will seem completely relevant to your life right this minute. And you won‘t necessarily succeed at 

everything the first time you try.   

 That‘s OK.  Some of the most successful people in the world are the ones who‘ve had the most failures.  JK Rowling‘s first 

Harry Potter book was rejected twelve times before it was finally published. Michael Jordan was cut from his high school basketball 

team, and he lost hundreds of games and missed thousands of shots during his career. But he once said, "I have failed over and over 

and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed." These people succeeded because they understand that you can‘t let your 

failures define you – you have to let them teach you.   

 Don‘t be afraid to ask questions.   I do that every day. Asking for help isn‘t a sign of weakness, it‘s a sign of strength.  It 

shows you have the courage to admit when you don‘t know something, and to learn something new.  So find an adult you trust – a 

parent, grandparent or teacher; a coach or counselor – and ask them to help you stay on track to meet your goals.   

 The story of America isn‘t about people who quit when things got tough.  It‘s about people who kept going, who tried 

harder, who loved their country too much to do anything less than their best.   

 It‘s the story of students who sat where you sit 250 years ago, and went on to wage a revolution and found this 

nation. Students who sat where you sit 75 years ago who overcame a Depression and won a world war; who fought for civil rights 

and put a man on the moon. Students who sat where you sit 20 years ago who founded Google, Twitter and Facebook and changed 

the way we communicate with each others    

 So today, I want to ask you, what‘s your contribution going to be?  What problems are you going to solve? What 

discoveries will you make? What will a president who comes here in twenty or fifty or one hundred years say about what all of you 

did for this country?   
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Responses to Obama‟s Speech 

The speech made me want to do better in class. It also made me 

believe in myself more.   

-Daniel Berrios-Sanchez 

I think that many teenagers don‘t take what Obama is saying 

seriously. He is trying his hardest to give us the education we 

need to become someone in life and what are we doing? We are 

lazy, get into trouble, and sell ourselves short. People are trying 

their hardest to give us what we need, but we don‘t know how to 

be grateful for it. I agree with Obama. It is time for a change. It 

is time to make yourself and the people who want the best for 

you proud.  

-Angelica Soto 

   
―I have failed over and over again in my life. And that is why I 

succeed,‖ Obama quoted Michael Jordan. I found that quote 

interesting because in order to succeed in life, you have to fail a 

few times before you can get better at something. I think the 

speech made students think about and set their future goals. 

-Bernard Brocrenberry  

   
I liked that Obama talked to us in a normal way. I liked that he 

didn‘t think he was better than us and that he told us the truth. I 

learned that nobody decides your fate for you, it‘s up to you. 

You can be whatever you want: a teacher, a lawyer, a cop, a 

mechanic. It‘s all up to you.  

-Johnny Olavania 

Many kids don‘t take school seriously. They don‘t do home-

work, they don‘t pay attention during class, and they drop out 

of school. I hope Obama‘s speech encouraged kids to stay edu-

cated. There‘s no excuse not to make it in life.   

-Blue Monroe 

Obama‘s speech motivated me. I learned that where I am now 

and where I have been does not determine where I will end up. 

Don‘t give up on yourself.   

-Tanisha Torres 

Bad Behavior 
BY SARAH CURTIS 

The definition of ―civility‖ is ―formal politeness and courtesy 

in one‘s behavior or speech.‖ The definition of ―incivility‖ is 

―discourtesy.‖  Recently, people have been showing more inci-

vility than civility. Examples of this can be found everywhere, 

from politics to entertainment, to sports.   

 In politics, President Obama made a speech to Con-

gress on September 9th about health care reform. During the 

speech Representative Joe Wilson, a Republican from South 

Carolina, shouted ―You Lie!‖ when 

Obama said that illegal immigrants 

wouldn‘t receive care. Wilson later 

said that he was caught up in the mo-

ment and didn‘t have the self -control 

not yell at the president. This came 

after a long summer of people bringing 

assault rifles to town meetings on 

health care reform, and yelling at their 

congressmen and women. Many peo-

ple referred to the supporters of the 

plan as ―Nazis‖ for supporting a ―fascist plan‖ that would ―pull 

the plug on grandma.‖   

 Then in entertainment Kanye West made headlines by 

grabbing the microphone from Taylor Swift as she was making 

an acceptance speech for 

winning the VMA award for 

Best Female Video. ―I‘m 

really happy for you Taylor, 

and I‘m going to let you fin-

ish, but Beyoncé had one of 

the best videos of all time. 

One of the best videos of all 

time!‖  Beyoncé later showed 

true class after she won the 

award for video of the year and invited Swift on stage to ―have 

her moment.‖ But what‘s surprising is that Kanye wasn‘t the 

only one showing extremely poor judgment at the VMAs. 

When Jay-Z and Alicia Keys were performing ―Empire State of 

Mind,‖ the rapper Lil‘ Mama jumped on stage and cheered. 

She later said that she was so inspired by her two idols‘ per-

formance that she wanted to join in the moment.   

 Fortunately, most people know better than this, but 

lately most of what‘s been in the news seems to be people be-

having badly. 
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Trouble on the Transit 
BY CATALINA BRENNAN 

The CT bus is an important part of stu-

dents‘ lives. But often, we take it for 

granted.  

 In May, I took the bus to go home 

after track practice and several other 

Wilbur Cross students hopped on with me. 

What should have been a peaceful ride 

turned out to be quite a tumult, as one of 

the students‘ passes failed to register at the 

ticket machine. The student, nonchalant, 

simply walked to the back of the bus and 

took a seat. Of course, the bus driver was 

not going to have that. ―If the pass didn‘t 

register, you have to pay,‖ he said. 

The young man popped in his head-

phones and yelled, from the back of 

the bus, that his pass was not working. 

The driver said that he understood the 

situation but he still needed the young 

man to pay up. By now the bus was 

already in full motion. ―The pass don‘t 

work, what the **** do you want me 

to do?‖ The driver brought the bus to a 

screeching stop and started to dial the 

CT Transit headquarters, while yelling for 

the young man to either pay up or get lost.  

Grumbling, the student fished out a dollar, 

walked to the front of the bus and depos-

ited the bill in the slot. Two construction 

workers sat in front of me as this event 

took place. One shook his head and said 

―You were right, once Cross kids get on, 

the bus ride‘s over.‖   

 The point of this story is not to 

tell you that you should pick a side. It‘s to 

show you that as a member of the Wilbur 

Cross community, you represent over 1600 

students. Wilbur Cross is already viewed 

unfairly by others, let‘s not damage its 

reputation any more. 

Who Cares About Your 
Tomatoes?  
BY EDGAR PLIASKIS  

 

Just recently I discovered a new rule in 

our school: ―Tomatoes are only to be put 

on sandwiches.‖ I doubt that I will ever 

see this in written form in the school 

rules, or anywhere else for that matter. 

Does this rule also apply to the ―real 

world?‖  

 Even though for the past three 

years this rule simply did not exist, the 

other day, I was told not to take any to-

matoes with anything besides sand-

wiches. I admit, I love tomatoes, and 

took a few more than I probably should 

have, but all of them would have been 

eaten. Why? A simple answer to this 

question lies at the very foundation of 

the concept of a ―healthy diet.‖ Of 

course, New Haven Public Schools al-

ways advertises various diets and sug-

gestions to stay healthy, but does it pro-

vide students with a lunch that satisfies 

these suggestions? I believe they do a 

pretty good job supplying everything — 

everything but the vegetables (and now 

tomatoes?). Why? Isn‘t that kind of 

ironic? The healthiest part of the diet is 

not only provided inadequately, but sold 

for money. That‘s right. For the past 

three years, I have been looking at our 

salad bar, wishing that I could, at least 

once, try something from there. Sure, a 

total of two dollars is not much, but what 

happens if that money could be used for 

something more important? Think about 

it. How many of the 1,600 Wilbur Cross 

students have  actually bought some-

thing from that section? Besides the 

popularity among teachers, why is it 

even there to begin with? What happens 

with it after the day ends? Where does it 

go to? I don‘t know. I keep wondering. 

Lo Que Más Me Enoja: El Maltrato Infantil   
BY BRASLEEN Y. ECHEVARRÍA  

Lo que me enoja más es el mal tratado de los niños, 

por sus padres, ya que niños son inocentes y no se 

pueden defender por sí mismos. ¿Cómo podemos 

ayudar? Si sabemos de algún caso es nuestra respon-

sabilidad informarlo y no quedarnos callados, ya que 

si la violencia no es denunciada debidamente y con-

tinúa durante toda la niñez (es decir, hasta antes de 

los 17 años), el futuro de estos chicos podría verse 

inmerso en una nube de odio y resentimiento. Todo 

niño tiene derecho de ser feliz y vivir una niñez plena 

llena de amor y cariño.  

 Cada día del año, los niños necesitan escu-

char cuando se levantan de sus camas, un caluroso ―¡buenos días!‖, un beso y sobre 

todo, mucho amor, pero es algo que algunos padres dejan en el olvido. Los niños quie-

ren y necesitan cariño, afecto y protección. No desean ser maltratados, golpeados o in-

sultados, como muchos lo son durante la mayoría de los días del año.   

 Según estudios realizados por profesionales, los menores que reciben constan-

tes maltratos físicos, psicológicos y verbales son propensos a presentar un cuadro de 

inestabilidad emocional y problemas en el aprendizaje.  El riesgo es mayor si tienen 

menos de seis años, cuando son más vulnerables. Estos niños suelen tener comporta-

mientos agresivos con sus compañeros de clase y, peor aún, pueden convertirse en futu-

ros agresores. Puede darse el caso de que el niño tienda a abstraerse a tal punto que no 

quiera conversar con nadie, o que llore diariamente y se aísle de los demás, negándose a 

trabajar en grupos.  

 El abuso puede ser físico, emocional, sexual y por negligencia . Abuso es la 
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 acción no accidental de un adulto que pro-

voca un daño físico ó enfermedad en el 

niño. Es cuando un adulto o un niño mayor 

obligan al contacto sexual a un niño usan-

do fuerza física, soborno, intimidación, 

trucos o aprovechar la falta de conocimien-

to del niño . Es cuando un padre, guardián 

o la persona a cargo del niño no se preocu-

pa por atender las necesidades básicas para 

asegurar su bienestar.  

 Hay una gran baja en el rendi-

miento académico y no logran concentrar-

se para prestar atención a sus clases, por-

que buscan, lamentablemente, mecanismos 

para defenderse de las personas que los 

están violentando física o sexualmente. 

 Los niños maltratados del hoy, 

son los que se convertirán en los adultos 

problemáticos del mañana. Son quienes 

estarán a cargo de la sociedad, quienes 

llevarán adelante grupos y comunidades.  

Por esta razón debemos fomentar campa-

ñas a favor de las denuncias del maltrato 

infantil, creando los ámbitos adecuados y 

desarrollando los foros de discusión nece-

sarios. Así como también los adultos deben 

asumir sus responsabilidades maduramente 

y con compromiso para evitar que los ni-

ños se conviertan en agresores. 

    

    

    

   NEWS 
Healthcare 
BY ANDREI AMATUNI  

"A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it a superficial appearance of being right, and raises at first 
  a formidable outcry in defense of custom."  

           -Thomas Paine  

Wealth is the driving factor behind all action or inaction 

in the United States. Money has guided the pens of legislators, 

shaping our country to reflect the interests of those with money 

and power. Whether this be the CIA-backed coup in Guatemala, 

the subsidization of the corn industry or the US cannabis policy, 

big interests transform public policies to suit their own needs, 

regardless of public interest, law, or national security. Healthcare 

is no exception to this principle. It is a multi-billion dollar indus-

try where lobbyists outnumber congressmen 6955 to 535.  

 Let‘s look at the concept of a public police force for a 

moment. Throughout civilization‘s history, we have had public 

police forces. What would be the opposite of that? A private one. 

Now, what ramifications would result from this practice? Let us 

embark on a hypothetical quest to examine a state with a police 

system that is solely a private one.   

  Citizens of this country have two options. The first is to 

carry weapons at all times for defense. The second is to hire a 

private policeman, provided by one of few major police compa-

nies. Different companies charge different rates; however, they 

are essentially the same high. The rates are high because it is a 

business. The ultimate goal of any business is to make a profit. In 

the streets we find people walking around with a personal police 

by their side, strapped with guns, ready to provide justice at a 

second‘s notice. But here a problem arises. A private police ar-

rests someone for attempting to harm the customer. What pre-

vents the arrestee‘s personal police from arresting the other guy‘s 

personal police for trying to arrest him? This turns out to be a 

huge mess. All practical logic points to one solution: make the 

police a public institution. Spread costs across the board to all 

citizens of this country and the service will be much cheaper for 

each person. This will also decrease, if not eliminate, the govern-

ment‘s expenditures on fixing the damage caused by private po-

lice forces. This will also extend the necessary services to all 

citizens, regardless of economic status. The idea that the citizens 

of a country should be protected from crime only if they can af-

ford it is nonsensical. Certain services, like healthcare, require 

collective controls to operate at its peak efficiency. The notion 

that a profit should be made in the process of a citizen becoming 

ill and a physician providing care is absurd.   

 Who are these insurance company profiteers and how 

comfortable are their paychecks? Let‘s look at William W. 

McGuire, CEO of UnitedHealth Group from 1992 to 2006.  Keep 

in mind that this man is neither a patient nor a physician. His 

company does not produce a single thing; they are in the business 

of selling a ―peace of mind.‖ What sort of compensation would 

be appropriate for this kind of person? $124.8 million a year 

maybe? William W. McGuire‘s legal responsibility to his stock-

holders is to maximize company profits at all costs. This includes 

dropping coverage, denying coverage, and providing inadequate 

coverage. And what happens when he is under investigation by 

the Securities and Exchanges Commission and the IRS for the 

apparent backdating of hundreds of millions of dollars worth of 

stock options? He resigns, and leaves UnitedHealth Group with a 

farewell paycheck of $1,100,000,000 cash. That‘s 1.1 billion dol-

lars – the largest golden parachute in corporate America‘s his-

tory.   

 This seems comfortable. What doesn‘t seem comfort-

able would be to lose your job along with your health insurance 

and to find out that you have tumors growing in your stomach. 

This is the story a woman told Republican congressman Eric 

Cantor at a healthcare town hall meeting. What was his response? 

She should check out Medicaid or some other government run 

health service – the same service that he opposes – or she could 

try begging for charity. It‘s not hard to see why Cantor refuses to 

accept a publicly administered health plan, seeing as he accepted 

over $85,000 worth of campaign contributions from the same 

healthcare industry that we are supposedly reforming. Compared 

to his congressional colleagues, Cantor is a lightweight when it 
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Zannette Lewis, a 

cherished member 

of the Wilbur 

Cross community 

and a dear friend 

to many, passed 

away last month. 

She was 63 years 

old. Lewis 

was the main co-

ordinator of the 

Gear Up program 

at Wilbur Cross. 

She organized SAT prep and 

tutoring sessions, as well as 

informational sessions for par-

ents. Last summer, Lewis initi-

ated a summer credit recovery 

Gear Up program at Cross, 

which allowed nearly 30 stu-

dents to graduate at the end of 

the summer.   

 ―Her whole passion 

was for the community and for 

the youth,‖ says Croilot Semex-

ant, Lewis‘s close friend and 

assistant. Semexant first met 

Lewis at Southern Connecticut 

State University where he was a 

student. ―She was passionate 

about bringing the arts into the 

community,‖ he recalls. Lewis 

had a passion for poetry, hip 

hop and breakdancing and did 

all she could to bring artists 

together. Her contributions to 

the New Haven community are 

endless. Aside from the Gear 

Up program, Lewis inspired the 

Yale Peabody Poetry Slam, was 

a member of links 

and supported the 

Arts Council of 

Greater New Ha-

ven, the New 

Haven Historical 

Society, the Na-

tional Council of 

Negro Women 

and the Astrologi-

cal Society of 

Connecticut.  

 A me-

morial service for Lewis was 

held shortly after she passed 

away last month. Artists and 

community members, including 

Ms. Coggins, Dr. Mayo and the 

higher education commissioner, 

gathered at the service. The 

three hour ceremony featured 

an open mic and a drumming 

session in which everybody 

participated in. ―We were 

drumming her spirit back to 

light,‖ says Semexant.   

  Zannette Lewis knew 

how to bring people together 

and get things done. Her non-

stop efforts have made count-

less impacts on the greater 

community and have enabled 

several students to successfully 

get into college with the finan-

cial aid they needed. ―Her idea 

was to show the world that we 

are all connected,‖ says Semex-

ant. ―If we are able to see that 

connection, we [can] accom-

plish many things.‖  

comes to accepting money from the healthcare industry. Republi-

can Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell accepted over 

$700,000 dollars from the healthcare industry last year. It‘s sim-

ply ludicrous that something like this is legally permitted to occur 

in this country. The most fundamental step in the reform for 

healthcare is to accept the fact that healthcare is a right and not a 

privilege. It is immoral to make a profit off of the suffering of 

others. This seems like a simple enough feat for any human being 

with the slightest amount of compassion and empathy. The prob-

lem is that the United States is run by animals that will stop at 

nothing to attain, hold on to, and distribute power amongst them-

selves. Until this phenomenon is wiped clean from this country‘s 

fabric, you can forget about reform. 

Zannette Lewis 
BY ALLAN VISOCHEK 

Clumsy Crooks 
BY SARAH CURTIS and ALLEN HOSSIN 

 

Drug Dealers Accidentally Call 911 on 
Themselves 
Police officers in Yukon received a cell phone call last week, 

thinking it was just another accidental phone call. Dispatch-

ers, however, stayed on the line and listened to the conversa-

tion in the background. The crooks, unaware of their phone 

call, discussed a future drug deal in detail. Police immedi-

ately began to trace the call and arrested these clumsy 

crooks. 

Newly Released Robber Charged for 
Breaking into Same House  
A 20-year-old man was arrested by Gainesville Police for 

burglary. After serving an 18 month sentence for stealing 

items from a house and pawning them off in early 2008, Joel 

M. Small is once again caught for grand theft from the same 

exact house. He was supposedly caught for stealing $4 worth 

of quarters and $1,400 worth of athletic shoes. A witness 

even said that he saw Small walking away from the house 

wearing one of the shoes. Small was caught for leaving 

blood and fingerprints on the scene.  

 

Man Calls 911 to Report Stolen Mari-
juana  
Calvin Hoover, 21, of Salem, Oregon called 911 to report 

that his truck had been broken into. Among the missing 

properties he reported was a $400 jacket and an ounce of 

marijuana. He was arrested on charges of driving under the 

influence, but since he was not caught with the marijuana, he 

couldn‘t be charged with possession. 

First Degree Irony!  
24-year-old Samuel Botchvaroff, of Oakland, California was 

arrested on November 6 on charges of possession of stolen 

property and suspicion of auto theft. The crime happened on 

his way to court for a previous auto theft arraignment. He 

told police officers that he was in dire need for transporta-

tion. 

Man Arrested for Attempted Drive-by 
Andrew J. Burwitz, 20, of Appleton, Wisconsin was arrested 

on November 4, after attempting a drive-by shooting at his 

ex-girlfriend‘s house. He forgot to roll down his car window 

before shooting, causing the glass to shatter. He then ran-

domly selected a house and attempted to shoot at it instead. 

He has been charged with reckless endangerment, reckless 

use of a firearm, criminal damage to property, and disorderly 

conduct. Burwitz has admitted that he had been drinking 

heavily before the incident. 
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List of Totally Awesome 

BlackBerry Tour 9630 receives 4/5 rating 

Apple hints at thinner iMacs, lighter MacBooks 

InVidia Fermi GPU chip announced, brings progress 

into supercomputing 

Is iPhone hurting AT&T? 

AT&T fails to bring MMS to iPhone, succeeds after 

multiple tries 

McAfee launches online backup service 

Colleges are starting to offer gaming degrees 

GM stops pilot program to sell cars via eBay 

Biofuel use is expected to double in 2015 

Microsoft is working on an automated ―Fix it‖ feature  

Malware grows by 15% in September 

Vodafone will start selling iPhones in UK  

Dell now has wireless recharging for laptops 

GMail receives complaints about outage 

MySpace shortens URL due to Twitter 

Future low cost MacBooks  

Will Windows 7 finally be a success? 

Bionic eye could restore vision 

 

Allie Scasino, a sophomore at 

Wilbur Cross, will be traveling to 

Germany to compete in a prestigious 

international dance competition. 

Scasino will be among 35 Ameri-

cans in the broadcasted, 46 country 

competition. ―We are doing two 

dances in the musical theater cate-

gory,‖ she tells us. ―I‘m really ex-

cited! It‘s just such a big honor.‖ 

Wilbur Cross Student to Attend In-
ternational Competition 

 
The Wilbur Cross Body Shop: 
Something for Every Body   
BY NATALIE BEACH  

 
Every day more than 1600 students walk past the Wilbur Cross 

Body Shop without realizing that it is the birthplace of school 

health clinics in the United States of. In 1983 Semeon Tsalbins 

MD, made national history with the help of the Robert Wood 

Johnson Grant, 

and founded this 

country‘s first 

ever student-

centered health-

clinic in Wilbur 

Cross High 

School. Today 

the Body Shop is 

more than just a 

historical land-

mark; it contin-

ues to offer free, confidential health-care for the students of 

Wilbur Cross.   

 The 275 students who are registered with the Body 

Shop are entitled to anything from sports physicals and STI 

testing, to psychological therapy, and drug and alcohol coun-

seling. Nurse Practitioner Clarise Bergmen is the director of the 

Body Shop. She‘s different from a typical school nurse because 

whereas a nurse sends sick children home, Bergmen is certified 

to diagnose and treat students.   

 ―What really makes [the Body Shop] work is that the 

school supports us. Teachers and administrators know that we 

are keeping people healthy and sending them back to class,‖ 

says Bergmen.   

 Recently the Body Shop has teamed up with Planned 

Parenthood, a not for profit women‘s health advocacy group 

through a program called STARS (students teaching about re-

sponsible sexuality). As a three year member of STARS, I 

work with fellow Wilbur Cross students Georgia Wetmore, 

Diego Barnes, Kevin Zollercoffer, Charlotte Beach, and Jour-

den Hovendick to promote healthy sexuality in our school.   

 ―We are bridging the gap between doctors and adults, 

and high school students,‖ says four -year STAR Wetmore. 

―We‘re peer educators, meaning it‘s our job to answer your 

questions without judgment and by maintaining confidentiality. 

It‘s not our job to gossip. It‘s our job to inform.‖  

 What can you look forward to from the Body Shop 

and STARS down the road? ―We‘re planning the Wilbur Cross 

Health Fair, which students should take advantage of,‖ says 

Wetmore.  

FEATURES 
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Teacher Profiles 
BY JIAYI YING  

INTERVIEWS BY MICHAEL SOUKKHOUMALAY 

 

After working for the U.S. Postal Ser-

vice for 15 years, Ms. Mastroianni de-

cided to take on the challenge of teach-

ing high school students. Ms. Mas-

troianni, a psychology major from Al-

bertus Magnus, now teaches World 

History and U.S. History 1 to freshmen 

and sophomores at Wilbur Cross. She 

likes Cross for its diversity and its ex-

cellent honors and AP program. One 

little known fact about Ms. Mas-

troianni: she has traveled to 48 states. 

The only two she has yet to visit are Hawaii and Alaska. 

Prior to teaching at Wilbur Cross, Ms. Ber-

lin, a Hartford University and Bridgeport 

University graduate, taught in Hartford 

public schools, waiting for a chemistry 

position to become available. Her love for 

chemistry eventually drove her to Wilbur 

Cross, where she wants to prove to stu-

dents that studying the various elements of 

the periodic table can be, contrary to popu-

lar belief, enjoyable. ―Work hard, be pre-

pared, keep up the work, and you can have 

fun while learning chemistry,‖ she advises.  

Mr. Robin, also a Hartford University 

graduate, used to teach at Williamsburg 

Preparatory High School in Brooklyn, New 

York. Now an English 3 and creative writ-

ing teacher at Wilbur Cross, he is eager to 

introduce students to the greatness of lit-

erature and to inspire them with ideas that 

will help them achieve success. ―The 

harder you work, the smarter you get,‖ he 

says. In his spare time, Mr. Robin enjoys 

singing, playwriting and playing video-

games.  

Originally from India, Ms. Akella was 

a former middle and high school 

teacher in her native country. She 

wanted to teach in an American high 

school though, and thus obtained her 

Masters in teaching from Southern 

Connecticut State University. Now a 

biology teacher at Wilbur Cross, Ms. 

Akella encourages her students to 

―work hard and give your 100%.‖ 

Ms. Vialva is a new geometry and 

algebra teacher at Wilbur Cross. 

She is passionate about teaching 

and hopes to mend the achieve-

ment gap here. ―Try your best; the 

more you put in [your work], the 

more you‘ll get‖ she tells her stu-

dents. Outside of school, Ms. Vi-

alva enjoys singing and cooking. 

She is also an avid traveler and 

has visited England, Granada, 

Trinidad and various states in the 

U.S.  

Ms. Dima teaches English 3, 

English 4 and SAT reading and 

writing prep. A Charter Oak Col-

lege and Bridgeport University 

graduate, Ms. Dima taught in 

Oxford, Connecticut for several 

years before making the decision 

of working in an urban high 

school.  She chose Wilbur Cross 

for its diverse community. ―Be 

resilient,‖ she says, ―even though 

high school is challenging, you 

should put forth your best effort. 

And you should ask for help when you need it.‖  

Mr. Gibbons has been working in the New Haven Public 

School system for over a dec-

ade, with teaching experiences 

at Hill Central Music Acad-

emy and Worthington Hooker 

Middle School. Like many of 

the new teachers, Mr. Gibbons 

wanted to work in a high 

school environment. He is now 

one of the English Learning L 

instructors at Wilbur Cross. 

―Have a good attitude and 

believe in yourself,‖ are his 

words to Wilbur Cross stu-

dents.  

Ms. Dillon is another addition to 

the English department. She pre-

viously taught at King/Robinson 

Magnet School in New Haven and 

obtained her Masters in reading at 

Southern Connecticut University. 

A self-proclaimed passionate 

learner, Ms. Dillon became a 

teacher for the pure reason of 

helping and inspiring kids. ―It is 

important to stay in school, gradu-

ate, and go to college,‖ she says. 
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Ms. Rice, an UConn and Fairfield 

University graduate, is also a new 

guidance counselor at Wilbur 

Cross this year She welcomes the 

challenge of working in a high 

school environment and is look-

ing forward to meeting and giving 

advice to her students. She says 

that her door is always open, but 

no cursing or show of disrespect 

is allowed in her office. Aside 

from being a guidance counselor, 

Ms. Rice also has aspirations of 

becoming a basketball or track coach.  

The guidance department has wel-

comed two new counselors this 

year. One of them is Mr. Flanagan. 

A psychology major from Central 

Connecticut State University, Mr. 

Flanagan worked alongside special 

education students for seven years 

before achieving his Masters in 

counseling at Southern Connecti-

cut State University. He attributes 

his limited relationship with his 

high school guidance counselor to 

his motivation for becoming a 

counselor. He doesn‘t want his 

students to just know him by name, and is willing to help and 

assist them with as much as possible.  

Barbara Lucibello 

BY JAVIER PEREZ and KARINA PEREZ 

Whether you‘re looking for a schedule, a pass or love, Barbara 

Lucibello is there for you. Even though Barb has been at Cross 

for several years, her career didn‘t start in an high school envi-

ronment. In 1968, Barb began working at the Department of 

Defense and 

spent 21 years 

working in the 

Examination and 

Entrance Station. 

She worked for 

the Army Re-

serve Medical 

Department the 

other nine years. 

After working 

for 30 long years 

with the army, 

she decided to 

retire because 

she ―missed people.‖ That‘s when Barbara decided to work for 

the New Haven public school system. Her first job was at Hill-

house. She worked in the guidance department there for eight 

years. After that, she went to Career High School. No matter 

how much she loved Hill House or Career, she decided to give 

Cross a chance. Barbara says that moving to Cross was the best 

move she has ever made.‖They make me feel young and give 

me a warm feeling. I could act like myself with these students,‖ 

she says.  

A Touch of the Middle East in New 
Haven 
BY ALLAN VISOCHEK and JONATHAN HENDERSON 

INTERVIEW BY JIAYI YING and EDGAR PLIASKIS 

  

Everyday after school ends, Wilbur Cross students can 

be seen walking down Orange Street. Their destination is the 

―One Stop Mart & Deli,‖ the convenience store on the corner 

of Orange and Canner. Under new management this year, the 

store has risen in popularity and quality.  

 Just a block away from Wilbur Cross, the store is an 

excellent place to go and eat after school. The current owner, 

Faras Hassoud was a chef in Syria and has owned similar busi-

nesses in Con-

necticut. He 

opened the mart 

on Orange 

Street a few 

months ago in 

the summer, 

adding a selec-

tion of Middle 

Eastern cuisine 

to the deli and 

convenience 

store. ―The indi-

viduals in this store welcome people with open arms and gladly 

engage of conversation,‖ says Jonathan Henderson, a senior.  

The two most popular foods are falafel, made from 

fried chickpeas, and shawerma, roasted chicken or lamb meat. 

In addition to several other cultured foods, the store offers ordi-

nary deli sandwiches, such as bacon egg and cheese and, of 

course, everything you would expect to find in a corner store: 

chips, cookies, gum, soda, just to name a few. ―I think the food 

here is blazing and truly affordable in the prices,‖ says Shanice 

Brackenridge. 



THE PROCLAMATION             10            NOVEMBER 2009 

 
   

Graduation 
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PHOTOS BY: JONATHAN HENDERSON, 

JONATHATN OCASIO, KURT SWAN and EV-

ELL CONCEPION. 
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ARTS 

Fifty years ago on a bright day, George Wein, Theodore Bikel, 

Oscar Brand, and the King of Folk, Pete Seeger, kicked off the 

first Newport Folk Festival. At that time, Folk was an organic 

concept. ―Coalminers, Ex -

lumberjacks. Grandmothers 

who like to sing to their 

grandchildren. That‘s folk 

music. That‘s real folk mu-

sic.‖ At that show, a great 

American folk singer be-

came famous, Joan Baez, a 

poster child of the 1960‘s 

anti-Vietnam war protest 

movement. Four years later, 

the annual folk festival in-

troduced another household 

name, a young Bob Dylan. 

Just three years later, in 

1965, Dylan did something 

that shocked the world. The 

prince of folk, Pete Seeger‘s 

apprentice, went electric. On that fateful day, 

Seeger almost un-plugged Bob Dylan‘s guitar. 

This prompted Bob Weir to say on NPR, ―That 

was the beginning of the end of that great world 

we had built.‖ But did Bob Dylan kill folk? 

When Bob Dylan was booed off the stage by 

loyal folkies, he took a large following of 

young people 

with him to the 

rock scene, mak-

ing it difficult to 

pull the Newport 

Folk Festival off 

each year. The 

founders gave up 

on the festival in 

1971.  

 The 

Festival was 

given new life in 

1982 from the 

help of sponsors 

and the hope that it would still draw a crowd. Since then the 

Newport Folk Festival has been on for twenty years. But what 

has folk become? The two day fiftieth anniversary Newport Folk 

Festival explored that question, hosted by the classics, the 90-

year-old Pete Seeger, Joan Baez, Judy Collins, Ramblin‘ Jack 

Elliot, and Arlo Guthrie. But headlining with them were a Seat-

tle based indie band, the Fleet Foxes, two bluegrass rock groups, 

the Avett Brothers and Neko Case, 

and an alternative rock group, The 

Decemberists. Our new definition of 

folk seems to be less about the sound, 

and more about the message. The 

Decemberists are all electric, but they 

still sing folk tunes. Their most re-

cent album, The Hazards of Love is 

essentially one big fairy tale. And 

this change isn‘t bad. The December-

ists and the Fleet Foxes, as well as 

the other new artists mentioned be-

fore, drew large crowds of people 

under 30, just as Bob 

Dylan did a little less 

than fifty years ago. 

And the youth had a 

chance to experience 

folk as it was. While 

waiting for the Fleet 

Foxes to take the stage, 

I fell in love with sev-

enty-something-year-

old Ramblin‘ Jack Elli-

ott‘s songs, interesting 

stories, and his impres-

sions of his famous 

friends. On August 1st, 

he told his audience of 

the time Bob Dylan ―relinquished‖ 

one of his songs to Ramblin‘ jack, 

and we laughed as he made fun of 

photographers snapping his photo 

while he was still on stage.    

 So while the Newport Folk 

Festival will probably never go back 

to pre-electric folk music, they have 

kept folk music alive, passing it 

down to the younger generations 

over the years. Because if America 

loses its folk music, it loses a part of itself. It is one of our cus-

toms; a part of our culture that keeps America grounded, and it 

has built foundations for rock and roll and alternative rock. And 

that makes Folk something worth passing down. 

 

Coalminers and Ex-lumberjacks and Grandmothers who Like to Sing to 
Their Grandchildren: The Newport Folk Festival 
BY THEA DOYON 
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Once Upon a Time in 
Nazi-Occupied France 

BY MILES MARGULIES 

Quentin Tarantino‘s seventh 

venture into feature film, a 

highly anticipated fictional 

World War II epic called 

Inglorious Basterds has 

been in the works for over a 

decade, confounding and 

tormenting its creator and 

exciting the legions of his 

fans to near bursting-point. 

After catching snippets of 

Brad Pitt‘s excruciatingly 

tacky Tennessee drawl in 

online trailers and reading 

unfavorable reviews from 

the Cannes Film Festival, I 

was apprehensive in view-

ing the movie. It was begin-

ning to look as though Tar-

antino had made a two-and-

a-half hour quagmire with 

an erratic plot and weak 

dialogue. However, after multiple views, I 

can say that the film is an exciting, shock-

ing, and masterfully crafted work.   

 The plot is as follows: A wily, 

Nazi-hating American Lieutenant named 

Aldo Raine, played by Brad Pitt, assem-

bles a crew of young, vengeful American-

born Jews in 1941. His purpose was sim-

ple: to terrorize the German infantry sta-

tioned in the then-occupied France. The 

crew‘s tactics include scalping slain Ger-

mans and dispatching others by employing 

the baseball bat-swinging skills of their 

second-in-command, a brutal thug by the 

name of Sgt. 

Donny 

Donowitz, who 

is known by 

German foot 

soldiers as ―The 

Bear Jew.‖ As 

the shenanigans 

of the ‗basterds‘ 

unfolds, we are 

introduced to a 

young Jewish 

woman named 

Shoshanna 

Dreyfus, the 

manager of a 

small cinema. 

Dreyfus lives 

under a pseudo-

nym in Paris 

after losing her 

family to the 

hands of SS 

Col. Hans Landa, played Austrian televi-

sion actor Christoph Waltz. Waltz easily 

steals the movie with oozing suave humor 

and his ever-present his aura of evil. 

 One day, while changing the let-

ters on her marquee, Dreyfus is ap-

proached by a young German private 

named Frederick Zoller. He strikes up a 

conversation with her and develops a lik-

ing for the young Parisian woman. Unbe-

knownst to Dreyfus, Zoller is a German 

war hero and movie star whose new film 

Nation’s Pride is opening in Paris in a 

few short days. Zoller, smitten with Drey-

fus, decides to flatter her by changing his 

movie‘s venue from an upscale theatre to 

her small cinema. His wish is granted, and 

Shoshanna, still boiling with rage and 

sadness over the Nazi murder of her fam-

ily, hatches a scheme to blow up her thea-

tre and all the Nazis in it. Meanwhile, 

Brad Pitt‘s ‗Basterds,‘ gathered the news 

of the Nazi-studded premiere from their 

German informant, Bridget Von Ham-

mersmark, and have made similar plans to 

those of Shoshanna‘s and now, both par-

ties converge in Paris to behead the Nazi 

high command. The stage is set.  

 You should know that Inglorious 

Basterds is not your run-of-the-mill 

World War II flick. There are no epic, 

patriotic charges, no gals back home, no 

grim diatribes set to orchestral strings. It 

is funny, well-acted, well-shot, well-

written, and bold. It has its slow mo-

ments, but even when it drags, the viewer 

is so entertained and content with Taran-

tino‘s writing that no substantial annoy-

ance arises. Though it is a war story, the 

movie is mostly driven by its dialogue 

and plot, with minimal bloody shoot-em-

up scenes. Tarantino makes this strangely 

refreshing, as it allows the viewer to be-

come more invested in the characters and 

savor the action more. Inglorious Bas-

terds is enjoyable, formidable and one of 

Tarantino‘s strongest films.  

  

Student Soundtracks 
 Each edition of The Proclamation will feature a different student‘s playlist. Email your playlist to proclamationedi-

tors@yahoo.com to get it featured in the next issue.  

Playlist 1: Ariel Wieser 
  
1. Respiration by Mos Def, Talib Kwali & Common   

2. Work by Gang Starr  

3. Turn It Out by the Beatnuts  

4. Love Ain‘t by Cunninlynguists    

5. Porcelain by Tonedeff   

6. They Reminisce Over You (T.R.O.Y) by Pete Rock & CL                 

Smooth  

7. Keep Living by Jean Grae  

8. New York State of Mind by Nas  

9. Seasons by Cunninlynguists  

10. Thieves in the Night by Mos Def and Talib Kwali  

Playlist 2: Cross Playlist    
 
1. Soulja Boy by Soulja Boy Tell‘em  

2. Party in the USA by Miley Cyrus  

3. The Harry Potter theme song by John Williams  

4. If U See Amy by Britney Spears  

5. Just Dance by Lady Gaga  

6. How to Save a Life by The Fray  

7. Boston by Augustana  

8. I‘m on a Boat by The Lonely Island   

9. You‘re Beautiful by James Blunt   

10. You Belong With Me by Taylor Swift   

mailto:proclamationeditors@yahoo.com
mailto:proclamationeditors@yahoo.com
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ADVICE, ETC. 

Dear Misses Understood, 
 

I am a 15-year old boy and I need help! I have very low self-

esteem and have not been able to get a girlfriend. I really like 

this girl in my class and have been following her around 

school, but she pretends that I‘m not there. What should I 

do? 

-Mr. Lonely 

 

Dear Mr. Lonely, 

 We would like you to get a life. And please get 

some self-esteem while you‘re at it. Is there anything besides 

stalking that you can do well? Whenever you feel bad about 

yourself for not having a life, think about that. Maybe you 

should get some friends, because you obviously have none. 

Here are some suggestions we have for you: 

1. Play some sports. Join some extra-curricular activi-

ties to gain self-esteem. It‘s also a great way to 

meet new people.   

2. If possible, get some therapy. 

There are probably some things you are doing wrong: 

1. You may have bad hygiene (i.e. you may want to 

brush your teeth a little bit longer next time). 

2. What‘s wrong with you? Why are you stalking this 

girl? See number two above. 

Last and most importantly, LEAVE THIS GIRL ALONE! 

She is obviously not interested and it‘s a little creepy that 

you are following her around. Good luck.   

 

    Sincerely, 

    Misses Understood

Going Bold! 
BY CAMILA DECHALUS and DIAMOND BROWN  

It‘s time to hang up your old clothes and to go bold! Wilbur 

Cross is a richly diverse community for many reasons, but what 

really comes to mind is the students‘ 

taste in clothing. It‘s the most influen-

tial thing you see as you walk down the 

halls at Cross. Everybody expresses 

themselves through their apparel.  

 What‘s big this fall season? 

Skirts with belted waists, blouses with 

ruffles and vests and boyfriend cardi-

gans. For the 

shoe lovers out 

there, forget 

about Uggs. 

High or ankle 

suede boots are 

all the rage this 

season. Every 

girl knows that 

nothing com-

pletes an outfit more than accessories. So 

we traveled the halls of Cross and asked 

the students what they thought where the 

must-have accessories for their outfits. 

Many of the responses included ―bold 

bangles,‖ ‖long colorful necklaces,‖ and 

―matching handbags.‖ One student even said, ―it‘s the little things 

in your outfit that complete your look, your makeup or nail color 

makes it more your style.‖   

Apple Crisp Recipe 
BY MS. HOROWITZ‘S CULINARY ARTS II CLASS 

Ingredients:  
  7 tart apples (peeled, cored and sliced) 

  4 tsp. fresh lemon juice  

  1 tsp. vanilla  

 1 cup brown sugar  

 ½ tsp. ground cinnamon  

 1 cup rolled oats  

 ½ cup butter (at room temperature)  

1. Preheat oven to 375*F.  In a mixing bowl, combine ap-

ples, lemon juice, and vanilla.   

2. Layer apples in a 9‖x12‖ pan.  

3. Mix brown sugar, cinnamon and oatmeal in a bowl. Add 

butter. Sprinkle sugar mixture over layered apples. 

4. Bake for 40 minutes or until topping looks crunchy. 

5. Serve with whipped cream or vanilla ice cream. 
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What’s Going On After School… 
The Literature Magazine 
publishes original poems, 

short stories and essays written 

by Wilbur Cross students. If 

interested, contact Mrs. Vivas 

in A209.  

If you want to play in a band 

or get free lessons on how to 

play an instrument, join the 

band. Lessons and practices 

are on Tuesdays and Wednes-

days after school. See Mr. 

Barnes in the band room. 

Do you wish to make a differ-

ence in Wilbur Cross? See Mr. 

Meadows in A201 to partici-

pate in the Student Council.  

  

Take part in cross cultural 

presentations and activities. 

Learn how the rest of the 

world lives. Several times a 

month, Wilbur Cross students 

meet students from eight other 

New Haven schools. An quar-

ter credit can be earned by 

participating in the Coopera-

tive International Studies 

Program. See Mr. DeNaples in 

A204 or Mr. Meadows in 

A201.  

  

Gain cross cultural insights and 

learn ways to be a responsible 

member of a diverse commu-

nity. Youth Together is run by 

Yale students who meet with 

Cross students in the library 

every Friday after school. Lis-

ten to the announcements to 

find out when the program will 

take place. 

Gear Up provides students 

with academic help and college 

preparation. Help is available 

after school, on Saturdays and 

during the summer. Stop by the 

Gear Up office to find out 

more.   

 

Become a member of the 

Wilbur Cross Debate Team 
and compete with other schools 

in the Urban Debate League. 

The Debate Team meets 

Mondays after school. Lis-

ten to the morning an-

nouncement for details. 

If you like to read and enjoy 

answering questions about 

the text you read, join the 

Book Bowl Team. Students 

may have the chance in 

competing against other 

schools in the annual Book 

Bowl competition. See Ms. 

Tait or Ms. Potter in the 

library for more informa-

tion.  

 

The Proclamation always 

welcomes new writers, pho-

tographers and artists. Meet-

ings take place on Fridays 

after school in A214. See 

Mr. Brochin for more infor-

mation. 

If you‗re good at math and 

wish to represent the school 

in math competitions against 

area high  

 

If you know how to juggle, 

wish to juggle better, or have 

no clue what juggling is, stop 

by A317 to join the Juggling 

Club. The club meets on Fri-

days after school in A317. Con-

tact Allan Visochek.  

Best Buddies allows you to 

connect and make a different in 

somebody else‘s life. You will 

be paired with an intellectually 

disabled student, whom you 

will provide support and social 

interaction to once a week. If 

interested, give your name and 

homeroom number to Mr. 

Sugrue. 

The Music Appreciation Club 

meets on Fridays after school in 

room A210. Contact Ariel Wie-

ser. 

The Gesture 
BY JIAYI YING and EDGAR PLIASKIS 

   

 “Talk to the Hand” 

ONE STOP MART & DELI, 773-9388, 831 Orange St. New Haven 
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SPORTS 
Fosbury Did It Backwards, and 
Won! 
BY EMILY FELICIANO 
Tall and gangly to the extreme, Dick Fosbury was from the right 

side of town in Medford, Oregon, with loving but useless parents.  
 Fosbury was an independent young man who completed 

a stunt that had never been seen before in the history of the 

Olympics. 
As a young kid in junior high entering high school he 

wasn‘t a star athlete for the basketball team or football team, but 

he was the popular kid in his school. Fosbury couldn‘t settle for 

just popular; he wanted more. He wanted to be remembered for 

something, something drastic and revolutionary, for him and his-

tory. Track was his thing and his Olympic goal was set. 
Before dreaming of becoming an Olympian, Dick Fos-

bury had always wanted to become a basketball star. After mak-

ing his high school basketball team, he became the lead beach 

warmer. Football was also considered, but it was track that won 

his heart and pas-

sion. Fosbury 

knew he could 

never amount to 

much in track 

races but he knew 

his lankiness and 

height could be 

used as an asset in 

b eco min g  an 

Olympian high 

jumper. Fosbury 

made his first at-

tempt at the bar, 

and his scissor 

kick high jump 

only reached 5‘4‖. 

His other team-

mates easily out performed him reaching heights of 5‘6‖ and 

5‘8‖. Fosbury then made his second attempt at the high jump, and 

changed the history of the sport forever.  
The coaches huddled to talk over what they seen, and 

looked on with dropped jaws at what Fosbury done. He reached 

5‘10 with his back flat and over the bar. ―Is this legal? Is this 

safe?‖ the coach questioned each other in amazement. They were 

not quite sure of what they had just seen. 
Fosbury put his all into every practice and every event. 

His outrageous leaps and heights are what made him the greatest 

Olympian high jumper. Sports Illustrated once wrote, ―As Fos-

bury came to look like a champion and less like a clown, the 

crowd‘s giggles were replaced by cheers.‖ Cheers were shouted 

at every jump, Fosbury had come a long way to reach his goal. 

Practice makes perfect and all his hard work had made him a 

stronger player and taught him to never give up.  
Fosbury‘s jump is now considered the ―Fosbury flop,‖ an 

outrageous, upside-down and backwards, leap over the high 

bar. Fosbury used his athleticism to drive and exceed his 

limits. Now Olympians are throwing themselves over high 

bars forwards and backwards, looking to explore their upper 

boundaries.  

 

The Soccer Team is Tearing it Up 
BY J.D.G.  

Losing 9 out of 11 senior starters is not an easy thing for a 

soccer team to deal with. Replacing them with freshmen and 

sophomores is never any team‘s first choice. Beginning the 

season against two of the best teams in New England cer-

tainly does not make things any easier. However, Wilbur 

Cross‘s boys‘ soccer team has taken on the challenge with 

impressive gusto this year and, despite their winless start, 

have had many impressive achieve-

ments.  

 Despite graduating 13 

seniors, who not only comprised 

the core of the starting 11 but the 

entire team, the Governors have 

come together and figured out how 

to play bigger, stronger, more ex-

perienced teams, getting progres-

sively better each game. Despite 

some games in the pre-season, that 

head coach Edgar Miller admits 

were ―Very, very ugly.‖ the Gover-

nors kept their heads up and found 

a way to get better each game. The 

season opener, at Fairfield Prep (a 

team that later beat division rival 9-

0) could have been even worse, with the score 4-0 at half-

time. However, the team rallied together and pulled back a 

goal in the second half for a respectable 4-1 result. The sec-

ond game, against Guilford (a team that was undefeated in 

last year‘s regular season and has an all -American player) 

also proved the heart the team has. Although Guilford was a 

very skilled team, starting all seniors, Cross held its own and 

battled to the end, losing by a solid 3-0.  

 ―These games are a learning experience for us,‖ 

says Coach Miller. ―To come against them and play good, 

solid soccer- that puts us in a good position for our division. 

Now that we‘ve come out of games with the best teams in 

the region, East Haven and North Haven are going to be very 

beatable.‖  

http://www.insidethegames.biz 
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  This is certainly a fair expectation. Despite losing 

their entire starting team, Cross has a very talented squad to put 

on the field. Their main problems, according to Coach Miller, 

are lack of size, lack of experience together, and a lack of 

depth. However, they have a solid core of talented juniors and 

seniors backed by some very promising underclassmen. Cap-

tains James Doss-Gollin, Carl Babb, and Fabio dos Anjos are 

all juniors, something very rarely seen in high school sports. 

Other key upperclassmen include juniors Anthony Gomez and 

Lucas Abramo, and seniors Saravuth Kuch and Omar Kamarra. 

The cast of characters includes several sophomores, including 

Alec Shub, Miguel Blake, and Dan McDuffie, and even some 

freshmen. ―Nothing is set in stone - if you play well, if you have 

something to contribute, you will get to play,‖ Coach Miller 

tells his players.  

 This is a team that has a lot to prove to itself. Losing a 

large number of seniors left a lot of people with low expecta-

tions for the team. However, the Governors are unwilling to 

give up on their season yet and continue to play with the same 

heart and dedication that they have shown thus far. Every game 

has been a fight for them, and despite playing some outstanding 

teams, they have emerged with a few battle scars, ready to tear 

the division up. 

Just Fun, No Drama: Cheerleading! 
BY CARMEN MARTINEZ 

Go go. Fight fight. Win win.  

Go. Fight. Win!  

The cheerleaders are back — back to cheer as a team and as 

sisters. This season the cheerleaders are representing them-

selves, their school, 

their city, and, best 

of all, their new 

coach Mrs. Lori. ―I 

feel proud and hon-

ored. When I was 

first approached I 

was a little hesitant, 

afraid of not being 

able to give it my 

all,‖ she said. ―I 

have lupus and sometimes it feels like a challenge to get moti-

vated. It‘s a whole new experience to me, but I am here to help 

the girls show all their spirit. I work with Special Ed during the 

day, and also have a family of my own. In the past weeks I‘ve 

grown to enjoy my girls very much, and we are looking for-

ward to a wonderful season.‖  

 ―Being part of the squad makes me happy because I 

like to help out and be a positive role model to young girls. 
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 Also, it makes me feel like I‘m making a difference in the 

school,‖ said one cheerleader. Another cheerleader, Janice 

Mcfarlane, was reminded of a quote by Oprah Winfrey: ―The key 

to realizing a dream is to focus not on success but significance 

and then even the small steps and little victories along your path 

will take greater meaning.‖           

               Finding out that I was on the squad was a dream come 

true. It is an audacious experience cheerleading for Wilbur Cross 

my senior year. I feel excited and joyful knowing that I‘m one of 

the ―lucky chosen‖  ones.  

ID Policy Failing? 
BY FABIOLA BLAS 

Someone get the FBI!! Absurd isn‘t it? A student shouldn‘t 

have to wait in line for a long time to try to get in school. 

Doesn‘t the school want us to get a decent education? Aren‘t 

we lectured constantly about being late to class? Students at 

Wilbur Cross High School are currently reminded by the 

huge line outside of school at 7:15 AM, that without an ID, 

we cannot get in. The school might as well get the FBI or the 

CIA to inspect us before entering school.  That is how ridicu-

lous it is.   

                I guess it is not enough for the administration to 

have metal detectors in the entrance or have security guards 

check our personal belongings in order to secure the school, 

which already makes me feel like a criminal. But this new 

school year the administration has brought it to a new level. 

At around 7:35 the line outside is still big, and students are 

still not inside of school. Is this some kind of punishment for 

coming to school and wanting to learn? Now it is 7:40 and 

students are slowly being let in, only if they have their sched-

ules with them, because if for some reason they forgot their 

schedule, God knows what punishment would arrive.  

               A lot of students lose their IDs and the only solu-

tion to this is going all the way downtown to try and get a 

new one for a $15 fee. What if the student does not have the 

resources to buy one or just can‘t get downtown. Has the 

administration thought about that? Do they know that many 

students arrive at 7:00 o‘clock, get off the school bus, and 

wait 30 minutes outside because they don‘t have an ID? And 

even if one does have an ID, the line to check in is too long.

 Anyone entering class after the bell is late, being 

late is marked as a tardy, and I believe that 5 tardies are 

marked as an absence and 5 absences equals a quarter of a 

credit taken away for the class. At 7:45 students are expected 

to be in class but with literary a minute to get in, go to their 

lockers and finding their way to the first class, the late bell 

has already rung. There goes one tardy! Not only does this 

new ―ID system‖ interrupt our education but it is also a pain 

to wait outside in the cold and try to get in, even with an ID. 

The methods chosen by the administration are needless. The 

administration should find another method of letting students 

in that does not delay their arrival to class. I find it hypocriti-

cal for the administration to demand that students come to 

school on time and apply strict rules and at the same time 

delay students at the entrance anyways.                             

                I am a concerned senior student at Wilbur Cross 

High School. And like me, that vast majority of students 

agree that the new ID system is ridiculous. I predict that stu-

dents are going to start either coming in school very late or 

just not coming at all. As a student, I would rather arrive late 

and be late to class than to wait in line and especially now 

that it is starting to get cold. First metal detectors, then secu-

rity checks, next we will probably see fingerprints in order to 

check our identities. I guess I was right, someone get the 

FBI!   
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 Good Luck Retirees! 
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